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EDITORIAL

 The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that you may know what is the hope 
of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, and what 
is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe, according to the 
working of His mighty power which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the 
dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places,

“

”
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Ephesians 1:18-20

Dearly beloved brothers and sisters in Christ,

Blessed New Year greetings to you in the name of our Saviour Jesus Christ!

The curtains of 2018 have closed behind us and the doors of 2019 have 

opened. The choice is ours and we have the freewill to choose on how we 

live. Is our focus on earthly things or are we heavenly-minded?  Are we 

blinded by the many facets of life or do we yearn to see the wonderful face 

of our Saviour Jesus?

As we live in this world, we are on the race for 'more' or 'better' life. Our human needs and wants knows no end, 

it's ever-increasing. Even worse, the bombardments of advertisements and offers tend to often distract us. As 

followers of Jesus, our main purpose is to want 'more' and 'more' of God, His Kingdom, and be deeply in love with 

our Heavenly Father, Jesus Christ, and Holy Spirit. “Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth.” 

Colossians 3:2

When we enter the New Year, many of us make new decisions or resolutions related to various walks of life. “I'm 

going to eat healthy”, I'm going to spend wisely', I'm going to read my Bible regularly', I'm going to be positive', “I 

will not speak ill of others” etc…. etc… these are some of the many resolutions we make. Resolutions and 

decisions are all great, but this year I've made a choice to passionately follow Jesus. I want to seek His presence, 

I want to be closer, I want to see His face, and I want more of Him! My prayer is that my eyes will be opened to see 

God and to know newer mysteries of God. I pray that you desire the same as well. This world and the things of 

this world will decay and fade away but our Saviour will never change. As we see the signs and experience many 

changes in this world, let us be aware that our Saviour's coming is soon. The precious time that we have on this 

earth, let us understand our calling and do more for God and His Kingdom as we await His return.

On behalf of Sathyam Ministries and my family, we are praying for each of you. May the love of God flow through 

you and may you experience more of Jesus this New Year.

God bless you! Dr. C.V.Vadavana,
Founder & Chairman,

Sathyam Ministries Trust
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NEW COLLECTION OF BOOKS AND BIBLES
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BANGALORE NEWS
CHRISTIAN LEADERS CONFERENCE, BANGALORE

All Peoples Church Bangalore will be hosting the Christian 
Leaders Conference from Wednesday 16 January 2019 - 
Friday 18 January 2019. Timings will be from 
10:00 am - 17:00pm Theme: LEADING  powerful, practical 
and transformative insights on church and ministry leadership 
Venue: United Theological College (UTC) Charles Ranston Hall, 
63, Millers Road, Benson Town, Benson Town, Bangalore, 
Karnataka 560046

AshishRaichur will speak on "Leading Through Time".

He will cover defining vision, planning, organizing, creating and 
nurturing Kingdom culture, leading through transitions, 
personal productivity and maintaining personal strength. 
AshishRaichur is senior pastor at All Peoples Church, 
Bangalore., Jeyakumar Isaiah will speak on "Teamwork".

He will cover building strong teams and developing great team 
players. Jeyakumar Isaiah is associate pastor and worship 
pastor at All Peoples Church, Bangalore.Nancy Ramya will 
speak on "Winning With People".She will share principles that 
help people be and become their best. Nancy Ramya is 
associate pastor and missions director at All Peoples Church, 
Bangalore. Brian Raj &Deepthy Brian on "Pastoring The 
Supernatural"Brian &Deepthy will share practical insights on 
how to initiate, nurture and guide a local church congregation 
into desiring and manifesting the supernatural in healings, 
signs and wonders. Brian and Deepthy are associate pastors at 
All Peoples Church, Bangalore.Registration Fee Rs. 500/- 
includes study materials, lunch and tea for 3 days. (To be paid by 
cash at venue). Kindly register on or before 14th January to help 
plan well. For more information, please contact: +91-80-
25452617 (Mon-Fri),  +919071822715 (Sat/Sun) Email: 

contact@apcwo.org Outstation participants are requested to 
make their own travel and accommodation arrangements.

A c c o m m o d a t i o n  i s  a v a i l a b l e  a t  U T C  ( R e c e p t i o n : 
08023339269 | 08023330502) and PalanaBhavan 
(Reception: 08023540656, 08023096500). Please contact 
them directly to make your booking and payment.

Rise in teenage pregnancies

The number of teenage pregnancies in Karnataka has been 
annually increasing over the past years. In 2014, the data 
shows 22,122 babies born to mothers aging less than 20 years.  
These numbers up trended to 34,862 in 2015. It rose again to 
35,817 in 2016. There is a 200% increase between 2011 and 
2016 in teenage pregnancies. Various medical professionals 
and activist groups say that the main cause of these teenage 
pregnancies is a lack of awareness and  emphasis on sexual 
education. A massive 73,531 teen pregnancies are reported in 
Urban areas out of the 92801 reported.as there's an 
increasing acceptance of casual relationships and exposure to 
various cultures.. As an increasing education level suggests 
better decisions from teens, the numbers differ. “Every 
individual should understand the repercussions of unsafe sex” 
a sociologist suggests.Doctors say Teen mothers are at a higher 
risk of pre-eclampsia , anaemia , low birthweight and post-
natal depression.The available data also shows the number of 
teenage pregnancies of Hindus increased while the numbers 
dipped among Christians and Muslims dipped. Hindu families 
reported 75,888 teenage pregnancies compared to 15,300 
born into Muslim families and 80 into Christian families. 
Bengaluru, in a latest government report, showed a 165% 
increase in  teenage mother s  f r om 2014 to  2016. 
Comparatively, Mysuru jumped 561% from 2014 to 2015 and 
then dipped to 2,237 in 2016. The other urban centers with a 
significant growth in teenage pregnancies are Mangaluru 
,Belagavi and Hubballi-Dharwad.

Six historical churches in Bengaluru that withstood the 
test of time

Bengaluru which is now home to IT giants was not known for 
high rise structures. While most of the houses and small 
structures have paved way for the buildings of today, the 
churches in Bengaluru still stand tall and resplendent in all 
their glory bearing testimony to the British, French and 
Portuguese cultures that thrived here once upon a time. The six 
historic churches in Bangalore are: St. Francis Xavier's 
Cathedral, Holy Trinity Church, St Mark's Cathedral, St Mary's 
Basilica, All Saints' Church, and St Andrew's Church:
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Religious Extremists Threaten Children at Sunday 

School in Southern India

Police and news media further joined forces with religious 

extremists in recent attacks in southern India, including one 

where a mob terrorized children in Sunday school, sources 

said. In Tamil Nadu state, Pastor Selva Raj was leading a 

worship service in Amathur village, Virudhunagar District, 

when a mob of some 300 religious extremists on November 

11 charged in and demanded that they vacate the building 

immediately, he said. Members of the extremists group 

destroyed a shed in front of the building and began 

threatening the children gathered for Sunday school in foul 

language, he said.“They took away the Bible storybooks and 

some song and activity books from the children and tore 

them into pieces,” Pastor Raj told Morning Star News. “They 

scared the children away by telling them that they will be 

beaten up if they are seen in the church premises ever 

again.” 

British parliament group report names India for 

religious freedom abuses

Earlier in December 

of 2018, a group of 

B r i t i s h 

parliamentarians 

p r e s e n t e d  a 

“Commentar y on 

the Current State of 

Freedom of Religion or Belief” and called out 27 countries 

for religious freedom abuses. They presented the report on 

December 10 — the 70th anniversary of the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights. India was one of the nations 

on that list. Due to a planned campaign by religious 

nationalists, between four and five churches have been 

attacked every day recently, according to sources from 

Voice of the Martyrs Canada.Anti-conversion charges are 

also often used in India to suppress religious minority voices 

and prevent other Hindus from converting to other religions, 

including Christianity.Many Christians in India didn't have 

the freedom to openly celebrate Christmas this year. Hindu 

nationalists and hostile neighbours make life very difficult 

and even dangerous for Indian believers, especially in more 

rural areas with less oversight.However, this doesn't mean 

Indian Christians are dampening ministry efforts. Despite 

the persecution, they are still reaching out to their 

neighbours with the Gospel, training Christian leaders, and 

planting churches.

Christians stage peace rally in Varanasi against 

forced church closures

Christian Churches in eastern Uttar Pradesh gathered in 

Varanasi, the holy city of Hinduism, for a great "peace rally" 

because of Christian persecution,” said Rev David. This 

problem affects especially the District of Varanasi where 

right-wing religious fanatics have forced “hundreds of house 

churches to close,”.Rev Nehemiah Christie, an activist with 

the Alliance Defending Freedom, an India-wide Christian 

network, noted that the rally “was successful.” Christians 

“came out to speak up against the oppression and violence” 

with “more than 1,100 people attending the peace rally on 

1st December” against anti-Christian persecution. Those 

present rallied for peace, expressing solidarity with the 

persecuted churches. They also demanded “from the 

government that church services be allowed to start” again 

and that Article 25 of the Constitution on freedom of religion 

be upheld.For the clergyman, “Churches are being attacked 

because the high caste thinks that the all scheduled castes 

and other backward communities will be converted. They 

look at it as a threat. Because then they cannot take 

advantage of these communities.” According to Christian 

NGOs monitoring anti-Christian persecution in India, Uttar 

Pradesh has recorded the highest number of anti-Christian 

incidents, 48 out of a total of 95 in the last three months. 

More generally, hate crimes against minorities and Dalits 

have increased in India over the past three years, including 

rape and lynching, all this done in the name of religion.
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Growing Chinese nationalism: celebrating 

Christmas is 'a burning shame'

F o r  t h e  C h i n e s e 

people, celebrating 

C h r i s t m a s  i s  " a 

burning shame" and 

" a n  a g g r e s s i o n 

a g a i n s t  C h i n e s e 

culture"; rather than celebrating the birth of Jesus on 

December 25, it is better to celebrate the birth of Mao 

Zedong on December 26th. These are some of the slogans 

that echoed across some cities in China this week, following 

the ban on displaying Christmas decorations and 

prohibiting Christmas-themed gatherings. For several years 

there have been attempts to reduce the impact and 

"spiritual pollution" that Christmas causes among the 

Chinese population, especially in the university world. This 

year prohibitions included  the exchange of good wishes, 

decorations in the windows of the shopping centers, 

Christmas songs and sales. In recent days the war against 

Christmas has taken on even more nationalistic tones. On 

Christmas Eve, in Sixian County (Anhui), Dong Xuefeng, 

principal of  the city's primar y school,  gathered 

schoolchildren and gave a speech saying that Christmas is a 

disgrace to the Chinese people because of past 

humiliations received from the powers Western, all 

Christian.

Hong Kong Protestants pray dressed in black in 

support of persecuted mainland Christians

Hundreds of Hong 

Kong Protestants 

turned up for prayers 

dressed in black as 

an  expression of 

s o l i d a r i t y  w i t h 

Christians facing 

p e r s e c u t i o n  i n 

mainland China. The idea of   wearing mourning black in 

solidarity with suffering fellow Christians spread online over 

the past few days. The action will be repeated next Sunday. 

According to the organisers, at least 47,000 people were 

reached by the message on social media. Four of the five 

Christian groups that organised the dress-in-black action 

were founded after Hong Kong's 2014 Occupy movement, a 

civil disobedience campaign for greater democracy in the 

city. The goal of this action is to raise awareness of the fate of 

many Protestant communities in China. In recent weeks, 

three unofficial Protestant churches have been closed, 

namely the Zion Church in Beijing, the Early Rain Covenant 

Church in Chengdu, and the Rongguili Church in 

Guangzhou.

New Christian in Uganda Loses Family, Plantation 

for Leaving Islam

A convert to Christianity in 

e a s t e r n  U g a n d a  l o s t  h i s 

livelihood, wife and children to 

i r a t e  r e l a t i v e s  a n d  o t h e r 

Muslims, sources said. In 

M a s a b a  v i l l a g e ,  S i r o n k o 

District, a leader of the village 

mosque on Dec. 7 led a mob to 

MuhamudGusolo's banana 

plantation and destroyed it after Gusulo's father objected to 

h i m  l e a v i n g  I s l a m  f o r  C h r i s t .  H i s  f a t h e r , 

MujenyaGusoloZibail, had told him in November that he 

would not receive his inheritance and issued a stern warning 

not to set foot again on the family land, he said.“My father 

confronted me for being a disgrace to the family as a result of 

my conversion to Christ,” the 28-year-old Gusolo told 

Morning Star News. “Since my expulsion from the 

community, no one in my community has come to my aid. My 

father has openly denied me as his son, and the community 

has openly threatened me, saying, 'No burial rites for you, a 

kaffir[infidel].”

Spike in Arrests of Christians in Iran Especially 

Severe this Christmas Season, Sources Say

Arrests of Christians in 

Iran usually spike as 

Christmas approaches, 

but this year has been 

e s p e c i a l l y  s e v e r e , 

sources said.  More than 

150 Christians have been detained across the officially Shia 

Muslim country in the last month, and arrests are expected 

to continue. “The current situation has been described by 

some as unprecedented,” Miles Windsor, advocacy and 

development manager at Middle East Concern (MEC), told 

Morning Star News. “There are a huge number of arrests and 

detentions.” An uptick in arrests is expected around 

Christmas, Windsor said, when many Iranians are attracted 

to Christianity and the government seeks to deter interest 

through intimidation. “Recently it seems there is definitely a 

coordinated and determined campaign to decimate the 

Christian community and to spread fear and intimidation,” 

Windsor said.



25

WORLD NEWS

Franklin Graham Calls Out Politicians, Media, 

Calls them 'Vicious and Relentless'

Franklin Graham took to Facebook to call out the news 

media as “vicious and relentless.” The evangelist wrote, 

“Well, it's the day after Christmas—and I'm tired. How 

about you?”He continued, “Don't get me wrong, I enjoy 

seeing family and friends and hearing from people I haven't 

heard from in a long time. But I'm tired, and it's not just the 

season.” He continued, referring to the government shut 

down, “I'm tired of all the fighting in Washington. You can't 

turn on the news or read the headlines online without being 

overwhelmed by all of the political squabbling (to put it 

mildly). The news media are so vicious and relentless in their 

fault finding and their attacks on the President.” He wrote, 

“It's just sickening. We have the potential for so much good 

and so much progress for our nation, but Washington is 

squandering it away over political agendas.” Graham 

ended his post by giving thanks to God for being consistent 

and unchanging. He said, “I'm thankful that I have put my 

faith and trust in God who never grows weary and is never 

shut down, no matter what the problems are.

Record High Say Religion Can't Answer Life's 

Problems, Poll Shows

An overwhelming majority 

of Americans say religion 

is important in their lives, 

although a record high 

says religion does not 

have the answers for life's problems, according to a new 

Gallup poll.  The survey released Dec. 24, shows 72 percent 

of Americans say religion is important in their lives, 

including 51 percent who say it's “very important.” But that 

latter number is near the historic low of 49 percent, 

recorded in 2015. When the question was asked first in 

1952, 75 percent of Americans said religion was “very 

important.” “Although these findings  show that religion is 

still very important to a slim majority, they provide further 

evidence of the long-term decline in the importance of 

religion in Americans' lives,” Gallup's Megan Brenan wrote.

Tsunami Kills 430 in Indonesia, the Government 

Prepares for a Possible Second

At least 430 people are dead following the eruption of the 

Anak Krakatau volcano which triggered a massive tsunami 

in Indonesia. According to the New York Post, When 

Krakatau erupted over the Holiday weekend, land from the 

mountain began to shed and part of the Sunda Strait 

collapsed into the ocean. The landslide then set off tsunami-

sized waves that reached heights of more than 6 ½ feet 

before they crashed into villages on the Java and Sumatra 

coasts. According to CNN, the estimated death toll at this 

time is 430 people with more than 150 people still missing. 

Reportedly 1,500 people were injured and almost 22,000 

people were displaced. The NYP reports that there are likely 

more victims of the tragedy who are yet to be found, as 

search and rescue efforts have been hampered because of 

bad weather. While many people are mourning the loss of 

their loved ones and homes, scientists are warning citizens 

to stay far away from the coast. According to the NYP, there is 

a significant risk being posed by the possibility of a second 

landslide. Scientists suspect that another landslide could 

trigger a second tsunami.

Boy with Terminal Cancer Receives 40,000 

Christmas Cards plus One from the White House

40,000 people are 

w i s h i n g  o n e 

L o u i s i a n a  b o y  a 

Merry Christmas in 

an “overwhelming” 

g e s t u r e .  D r a k e 

Q u i b o d e a u x  i s  a 

young Louisiana boy 

who was diagnosed with the lethal Diffuse Intrinsic Pontine 

Glioma (DIPG) earlier this year. When a family friend learned 

of his severe diagnosis, they reached out to the public asking 

them flood Drake's mailbox with Christmas cards.  While 

Drake's original goal was to receive 190 cards, he has 

JANUARY 2019
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actually received over 40,000 greetings plus one very 

special card from the President of the United States.

World's First Christian Airline Is Set to Launch, Will 

Provide Churches, Missionaries with Easier Travel

A Texas-based aviation ministry announced that they are 

working to become the first Christian airline in the world. 

According to CBN News, the ministry called Judah 1 shared 

last week that the Federal Aviation Administration had 

accepted their application to become its own airline as 

opposed to a private operator. Currently, Judah 1 is providing 

their service to Christians traveling domestically and 

internationally for mission trips and religious tours, CBN 

News reports.Judah 1 is working to become an airline to 

make the traveling experience for missionaries easier. In a 

video outlining the ministry's growth plan, the ministry's 

founder and CEO Everett Aaron noted that this move will 

eliminate the hectic procedures of security checks and lost 

baggage at traditional airports.

Israel Works to Demine Land Near Jesus' Baptismal 

Site

After 50 years as a military zone, the area which houses 

seven monasteries and is known as the “land of 

monasteries,” is being cleared of landmines and given back 

to the various surrounding churches. , According to Haaretz

the area, which is thought to be the site where John the 

Baptists baptized Jesus, was under Jordanian control until 

1967 when the Six Day War claimed the area as a war zone 

and it was mined and booby-trapped.Now, more than five 

decades later, the Mine Action Authority at the defense 

ministry, the Halo Foundation, the Engineering Corps and 

4CI are working together to remove all of the mine and 

unexploded ordinance there. So far, the group has removed 

the mines from three monasteries. Once the traps and 

explosives are completely removed, the Mine Action 

Authority intends on returning the area to the surrounding 

churches and opening them up to tourists, as they once 

were.According to Haaretz, 50 out of the 250 total acres 

have been swept and cleaned of mines. The Mine Action 

Committee plans to finish the project by the end of 2019.

Australia Confirms the Move of Embassy in Israel to 

Jerusalem

After mentioning 

t h e  p o s s i b l e 

embassy move 

earlier this year, 

Australian Prime 

Minister Scott 

M o r r i s o n  i s 

preparing to formally recognize Jerusalem as the capital of 

Israel. According to the Times of Israel, the Australian 

government approved the move in a late-night national 

security meeting, Tuesday, but it will likely be delayed due to 

the exorbitant price tag of the relocation. Reportedly, the 

decision was only passed by Morrison's cabinet members 

after extensive conversation. Additionally, the parties 

involved agreed that the move would happen at a later date 

because it would cost an estimated $200 million. The Times 

of Israel reports that a source confirmed to them that a 

temporary consular office will be established in Jerusalem 

until the country is ready to pay for the hefty fee for 

relocation.

Apple Removes Christian App for Being Anti-Gay

Apple has removed 

a  C h r i s t i a n 

m i n i s t r y ' s  a p p 

from its store after 

LGBT supporters 

said the app was 

“dangerous” and “bigoted.” Living Hope Ministries created 

the app about three years ago. The gay rights group, Truth 

Wins Out, however, filed a petition at Change.org saying the 

app was “hateful.” "The app falsely portrays being gay as an 

'addiction', 'sickness', and 'sin,'" the petition said. After 

the decision, Truth Wins Out executive director Wayne Besen 

said Apple did “the right thing.” “We thank Apple for 

exemplifying corporate responsibility and taking swift 

action to remove a dangerous app that stigmatizes and 

demeans LGBT people,” he said. Ricky Chalette, executive 

director of Living Hope Ministries, however, says the 

ministry is “saddened” about the decision to remove the 

app.

https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium.MAGAZINE-in-photos-jesus-baptism-site-accessible-after-landmines-cleared-1.6727000
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